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The monthly Newsletter of Hodag Sno-Trails Snowmobile Club; P.O. Box 621; Rhinelander, WI 54501   
 

President – Scott Hetland 362-8040   Vice President – Leonard Gescheidle 369-9165   Editor – Frank Bennett 369-3980 
           shetland@printpack.com                      legsjr@frontiernet.net                                     himself@charter.net                                   
      
Trail News:     The heavy snow in December presented a grooming challenge at the start of the season; the swamps 
didn’t freeze until solid enough to support groomers until just recently.  Our trail bosses took a conservative approach to 
grooming in and around wet areas due to the risk of sinking a groomer.  As a result, snowmobilers may have 
experienced some ungroomed segments of trail in the opening weeks of the season, but the Club couldn’t take the risk 
of getting a groomer stuck.  All trail segments could be groomed as of January 5th.  Lakes were slow to be marked this 
season due to poor ice conditions, but are marked or will be by Wednesday, January 13th. (The left photo on page two 
shows drum placement by Steve, Pam, Dale, & Debbie Winchell on January 3rd on Boom Lake.)  Conditions on our 
trails are generally good, but as is normal for early January, more snow will make them better.  
 
We started the season with an excellent inspection report from Oneida County.  Very few discrepancies were noted, and 
the Pelican Lake Area had NONE!   We do have a need for some minor brushing work at this point and are calling on 
members to assist.  The work is on the following trails:  Corridor 15 from the old outdoor theater through the swamp 
behind the Al Gen supper club, and on the trail from Manor Dr. past the Pine Lake Fire Dept. to the Country Fest 
Grounds.  If someone could tackle these areas with a chainsaw, the efforts would be appreciated.  The majority of it is 
brush hanging on the edge of the trail and/or low hanging branches.  For the funded corridor trail, please report your 
time to Scott so that the Club can get paid for the work. 
 
Club Business:    The big news is the new 
groomer!  The Club took delivery of a $128,000 
Prinoth Husky groomer on December 22.  The unit 
is a 2007 demonstrator model which had 350 
hours on it at purchase.  After selling the LMC to 
Michels Pipeline Co. for $25,000, we were able to 
borrow another $78,000 from Peoples State Bank.  
The remaining $25,000 came from the Club’s 
operating fund. 
 
The Husky went into service just as the 
Bombardier suffered a freak electrical problem 
which defied diagnosis by our members as well as 
the Bombardier Service Technician for several 
days.  The new Husky helped pick up the slack for 
the week that the Bombardier was out of service.  
One thing that our folks were reminded of is that 
we are the only large snowmobile club in the area which does not have a heated shed or barn in which to service 
equipment.  Scott Hetland, Jim Forsyth and Jim Lenz spent nearly three days working on the Bombardier outdoors.  
This is nothing new – it is the way HST has always worked and we should appreciate our volunteers all the more for it. 
 
Thirty nine people attended the December meeting and Christmas party at Judy’s Twin Pines.  It was a good time for all 
who came, and a good place to get to know your fellow club members.  Thirty-six ‘presents’ were raffled off which 
netted the Club $160 in raffle tickets.  Another $61 came in from the 50/50 raffle.  Rhinelander Area Chamber of 
Commerce Director Kim Swisher attended the December meeting and expressed support.  Since both our President and 
Vice President were unable to attend, the meeting was chaired by Director Mary Sweo who did an excellent job.  Our 
membership stands at 87 as of January 6th. 
 

(Over) 



Club Business(Cont’d):    WRJO’s Take Pride and Ride raffle is still going on.  Tickets are $2.00 each for a 
chance on a new Ski-Doo MXZ.  Every dollar received goes directly to the club if you buy from one of our sponsors.  
The club would like to sell a minimum of 1,000 tickets.  Laura Hetland (362-8040) can be contacted for tickets.  Tickets 
can also be found at our participating pit stops.  These tickets will be sold until the February meeting. 
 

Our own cash raffle is also underway.  The club is selling tickets for $100 each. A total of 125 tickets will be sold.  
There will be six $1,000 prizes.  This drawing will be on March 21st.  Please contact Mary Sweo (920-6148) for tickets.  
If every club member could buy or sell one ticket we would have this covered.   
 

Mary Sweo is trying to organize a trail ride.  She will be bringing ideas to the January meeting.  Please see the enclosed 
flyer for the HST Poker Run on Jan 29 & 30.  Four volunteers are needed to assist with the Poker Run on Saturday 
evening, January30th.  Call Donna at 362-2195 for details. 
 
City, State, & Regional Activities:  The Rhinelander Room Tax Committee has just awarded HST an 
additional $4,000 over the original $500 earlier this season.  It is worth noting that they also gave $1,500 to the 
Northwoods Passage Snowmobile Club whose trails touch Rhinelander’s West Side.  We are most grateful for this 
support of snowmobiling in Rhinelander.  Also, the City has opened Driscoll Street to sled traffic in order to reach the 
Comfort Inn from our trail behind Wal-Mart.  The photo on the right below shows Mayor Johns cutting the ribbon to 
open the new Northwoods Passage Trail under the CNN Railroad near Hwy 47 last month.  The ribbon is being held by 
Frank Bennett and Sen. Jim Holperin while Club Presidents Scott Hetland and Tim Debels look on from the left.  
Commissioner of Railroads Roger Breske watches from the right.  
�

    
 

Twenty five students attended HST’s December Snowmobile Safety Course and 24 passed.  About 150 youngsters have 
completed this DNR-required course in Oneida County so far this season.  Upcoming classes are posted on 
https://hfwolf.centraltechnology.net/wdnr/laam.nsf/publicHSClasses?OpenForm&Seq=1 Interested parties should check 
this site often since classes are sometimes posted only a few weeks before starting. 
 

CAP/STEP Legislation: AB 598, which will increase trail funding by at least one third, is scheduled for a hearing on 
January 20th.  The companion Senate Bill is SB 406 will be read in committee on January 14th.  If it is approved at that 
level, it will go to the Assembly on January 19th.  The bill may be read at www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-406.pdf . 
Passage of this legislation would change the registration system for snowmobiles in Wisconsin by creating a permanent 
registration and an annual trail pass.  The latter will cost $14.25 for club members and $34.25 for persons not affiliated 
with a recognized club.  We currently pay $30 for a two year sticker, so there is essentially no change for club members. 
A grandfathering scheme is included for registration depending upon the date of your last registration.  There are other 
provisions of the bill concerning law enforcement, and the AWSC supports the proposed legislation.  Please contact 
your State legislators and encourage the enactment of SB 406/AB 598. 
  
Coming Events:   See next page for NVSRS Vintage Racing Schedule and HST Poker Run 
 
Tuesday, January 19 - HST Meeting at Tamarack Tap, Hwy 47, McNaughton.  7:00 PM 
 
Saturday, March 13 – Fishers Annual Ice Golf Outing (Advance Notice) 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
HODAG SNO-TRAILS 

POKER RUN 
 
 

1ST            2ND            3RD
 

$75.00   --- $50.00  --- $25.00 
 
 

STARTS: FRIDAY Jan. 29 th 2010 
ENDS: SATURDAY Jan. 30 th 

 
 

REGISTER @ FORSYTH’S (ON LK GEORGE) 
FRIDAY Jan 29 th noon-midnight once you register your poker run sta rts. 

 

Min. 10 pit-stops (info given @ registration) 
 

FINISH @ FISHER’S (ON LK GEORGE) 
SATURDAY JAN 30 TH 6: 00 P.M. DINNER 6:30P.M. DRAWING @ 7:00 P.M. 

 

Entry FEE: $15.00 INCLUDES DINNER @ FISHER’S 
 

OPEN TO EVERYONE; THE MORE THE MERRIER 
 

For additional information call 715 362-2195 
 
 
 
 



Northern V intage Snowmobile Race Series 
2010 Schedule 

Registration is 7:00 am – 9:00 am – NO EXCEPTIONS! 
All races start at 10:30 am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2nd  February 13th  
Location:  Lakewood and Rocky Run Roads Location: Spirit Lake, Three Lakes, WI 

Hosted by: The Harshaw Wanderers Hosted by:  Bonnie’s Lakeside  
  

January 16th February 27th  
Location:  Stella Town Hall Location:  St. Germain Community Park 

Hosted by: Stella Fire Department Hosted by:  Boboen Snowmobile Club 
  

 March 6th  
January 23rd Location:  Sugar Camp Town Hall 

Location:  Spirit Lake, Three Lakes, WI Hosted by:  Sugar Camp Snowmobile Club 
Hosted by:  Bonnie’s Lakeside – Non Points Race  
30 Mile Endurance Race – Individual & Team Race March 27th – Annual Banquet 

 Location: Northwoods Banquet Center 

January 30th   Rhinelander, WI  

Location:  Boom Lake, Rhinelander, WI  
Hosted by:  Rhinelander Fire Department August 21st – Grass Drags 

 Location: Sugar Camp Midway 
  

    All dates and locations are subject to change 
 

Please visit our website at www.NVSRS.org for more information or contact  
Jan at info@NVSRS.org or Tanya at tanyatisch@charter.net    
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