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Trail News  It’s as good as it ever gets right now.  The combination of good snow, reliable equipment, and paid 
operators make the grooming plans a reality.  There are a lot of people who deserve credit for this, from operators to 
trail bosses to fund raisers and many others.  We won’t name them all here except to say that the club has a winning 
team able to take advantage of the frozen base and good snow conditions.  Trails all over the North are good, but none 
can show that they’re any better than ours. 
    There are no major mechanical issues at this point.  We did get two flat inner idler tires on the Bombardier a few 
weeks ago.  The mechanic from Northwoods Passage helped us out by giving us their spare tires.  Thanks to Todd 
Payne and Jim Forsyth for helping out with the removal of the tires and loading/unloading of the groomer at 
Northwoods Passage shop.  We are still working on purchasing our own spares.  Having our own shop could be a huge 
benefit.......Sitting in a snow bank and cutting two flat tires off the rims in zero degree temperature is not the most 
favorable condition.  
    The only areas for concern are the icy corners and hills that are developing.  The groomers are beginning to have 
troubles getting up the hills.  The club has purchased chains for both tractors.  The chains are approximately $600 each.  
We may have to purchase ice picks for the tracked vehicles if the conditions continue, and we start to have troubles with 
the tracked vehicles getting up the hills.  
    A big thank you to Oettinger Excavation for pulling out our tractor out of the mud in December and sending the club 
a very minimal bill.  The support of the club is much appreciated. 
 

Club News & Business  Oneida County’s Recreational Deputies have indicated they no longer have time to teach the 
entire Snowmobile Safety Course, and so responsibility for putting on this training has devolved to the Hodag Sno-
Trails.  Your club is happy to assist in snowmobile safety and the first course was presented on February 4th and 11th.  
Joel Ohman, a certified instructor, stepped forward to present the course.  Any members interested in assisting in future 
courses should contact Joel at 369-1480. 
    The Club’s Casino ride was a big success!  We had 22 sleds and 25 total participants (some came by vehicle).  
  

            
 

The ride went from Rhinelander to Pelican Lake, Post Lake and then to Mole Lake where the riders stayed overnight at 
the casino lodge.  On the return home they went via Crandon and Monico.  The Hodag trails were some of the best that 
they were on.  The hats supplied by Fisher's made a big impression at the casino!  Everyone had a good time.  Great 
planning by Kim Goodin and Donna Forsyth! 
    There were 28 members present at the January 15th meeting, or roughly a quarter of our membership! We decided not 
to run the food & beverage concession for the NVSRS Hodag 50 in Sugar Camp this year because of the short notice 
given.  This represents some lost revenue, but we could not find a volunteer to plan and run the whole activity in the 
time available. 
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Club News & Business (Cont’d)   Donna Forsyth presented a donation of $1850 from the Town of Pelican 
Promotion / RhinelanderResorts.com.  This is the room tax money from the resorts in Pelican.  The club has also 
received $1000 in Room Tax money from the City of Rhinelander to improve trail signing around the City.  Hodag Sno-
Trails is grateful for the funding and has erected signs on the trail system indicating the funding sources. 
    The club decided once again to donate $200 to the annual MS snowmobile ride. 
    The 50/50 raffle was won by your editor, Frank Bennett!  He won $34.00 and donated $9.00 back to the Club, 
keeping $25.00 to pay for the gas card prize to be given to the winner in the Newsletter Contest.   
    The AWSC convention will be March 14-16th in Wausau; we will need someone to represent our Club.  Interested 
parties should contact Scott or Gene. 
 

County / State Update  Gene Dallman briefed the members on a number of current legal issues which may affect our 
sport; Clubs may have to pay personal property tax on grooming equipment that they own. A recent decision by the 
state’s Attorney General found it to be legal to tax groomers. The nonresident trail pass may be going up, possibly to 
$35. The State is still working on a 3 tiered system of registrations, possibly including a one time registration for vintage 
sleds.  This change would reduce incoming revenue by about $200,000 per year. A new interpretation of the motorized 
vehicle prohibition on the Amery to Dresser state trail includes snowmobiles. Previous enforcement had been for 
wheeled vehicles only.  This interpretation may have repercussions on other recreation trails around the state.  AWSC 
opposes this ruling of course. 
 

Access to Trails:  Another town in our area, Pine Lake, has enacted the provisions of Section 350.18(3) (a) of the State 
Code permitting snowmobilers to use the Town roads for traveling between their domicile and the nearest trail.  The 
following towns in our area have now adopted this measure:  Monico, Newbold, Pelican, Pine Lake, and Stella.  All 
others, including the City or Rhinelander, have not. 
 

Newsletter Contest  The winner is HODAG SNO-NEWS - “SNO-NEWS IS GOOD NEWS” submitted by Donna 
Forsyth from a collaborative effort by customers at Forsyth’s. We’ll send the $25 gas card to Donna and let her figure 
out how to divide it up.  Other entries were as follows:  
 

1.  The Hodag Braaaap Report – Ken Dumar  
2.  Sno-Trail Happenins – Ken Dumar  
3.  The Hodag Sno-Tellin Review – Ken Dumar  
4.  Hodag Sno-Trail Gazette – Ken Dumar  
5.  FRANKS SNO-S**T REPORT– Ken Dumar (1st Honorable Mention) 
6.  Hodag Snow Tracks – John & Ruth McEnroe 
7. “Sno News is Good News” Letter – Brenda Glueckstein (came in two days after winning entry) 
8.  Hodag "Sno-Trails Sno-Tales” – Brenda Glueckstein (2nd Honorable Mention) 
9.  Trail Talk - Barb Priegel 
10. Trails End - Barb Priegel 
11. Sno-dag Tales – Pretty Lady at Christmas party (name unknown) 
12. The Hodag Snewz – Tom Hetland 
13. Snow News From Hodag Country – Marty Miller 
14. Newsletter doesn’t need a new name. Keep ‘Hodag Newsletter’ – Joan Dallman 

 

Thank you all for your clever entries.  Next month’s Newsletter will reflect the change.  Fortunately, we won’t have to 
use your editor’s suggestion, which was The Beagle Bugle. 
 

Coming Events:   
Tuesday, February 19th HST Meeting 7:00 PM Lakeview Inn in Pelican Lake. 
 

 Vintage Races www.nvsrs.org   Registration is 7:00am to 9:00am.  All races start at 10:00 am. 
              February 16th -  Lakewood & Rocky Run Roads - hosted by Harshaw Wanderers 
            February 23rd – St. Germain community Park – hosted by BoBoen Snowmobile Club 
            March 1st - Sugar Camp Town Hall - hosted by Sugar Camp Snowmobile Club 
            March 8th – Crescent Lake - hosted by the Crescent / Woodboro First Responders. 
 

Saturday, March 15th - Fisher’s Ice Golf at Lake George  
 

Snow Classified:   For Sale: 1979 John Deere 440cc snowmobile and a 1980 340cc Arctic Cat Jag.  Both have sliders 
and not bogey wheels.  If interested call Jim Healy 715-362-9550. 


