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Trail News:  Oneida County’s funded trails officially closed at noon on March 10th.  We hope you all had a chance to get 
in as much riding as you wished.  Overall, it was a marginal season.  The trails opened fairly early, but we never received 
the big snow to put the trails in excellent shape – it all went to Washington D.C.!  Thanks to all of the volunteers who 
helped with brushing, signing, and groomer maintenance this year.  Our trail system is getting better each year. 
 

Elections:  We will be electing a full slate of officers at the April 
meeting.  Nominations were opened at the February meeting and Pat 
Wahouske accepted nomination for another term as Treasurer.  The 
President, Vice President, and Secretary all declined to run again.  Thank 
you Scott, Lenny, and Kim for your past service to Hodag Sno-Trails.  
Nominations will be taken at the March meeting and again at the April 
meeting just before the elections.  Interested members are invited to step 
forward, and self-nomination is permitted.  A copy of HST’s By-Laws is 
included with this Newsletter in order that members may review the 
duties of the officers in Article V.   
Take Pride & Ride Raffle:  Your Club sold all 1,000 of the WRJO 
“Take Pride & Ride” Raffle tickets thereby tying for sixth place among 
the 18 clubs selling tickets.  Our sales were up marginally over last year, 
and we are indebted to Laura Hetland and Bob Goodin for their work in 
securing and placing the tickets.  Thanks also to all our Pit Stops which 

sold the tickets, particularly to Fishers Resort which again recorded the highest sales and to Pine Harbor which showed the 
most improvement over previous years’ sales. HST made $2,000 on this raffle.  The 2010 Ski-Doo MX-Z shown at left was 
won by Joe Schwartz of Riverwoods, Illinois.  Joe is shown seated on the sled with WRJO on-air personality Amy Linnett.  
Bill Weber, General Manager of Parsons Chevrolet, stands at rear. 
 

HST’s Cash Raffle:  This is our major fundraiser for the year, and tickets are still available.  They can be purchased by 
contacting Mary Sweo at 715-369-2621 or via email at sweo@frontiernet.net .  If you wish, you can send a check to: Hodag 
Sno-Trails at the address on our letterhead.  The ticket stub(s) will be sent to you by return mail.  You may also purchase a 
ticket at one of the following local businesses: Rusty Nail, Pine Harbor, Wayne’s Place, Tamarack Tap,  Rhinelander 
Chamber Office, Boiling Springs, Lakeview Inn, Shady Sue’s, Lurv’s Kozy Korner, Randy’s Pub, Al-Gen, Jail 
House, Beachcomber Lounge, Holiday Acres, Northwoods Hideaway, BP @ Wal-Mart, Town & Country, Hodag 
Lanes, Fishers, and Forsyth’s Sunlite Resort.  Tickets cost $100 apiece and only 125 will be sold.  At this writing, we 
still have nearly 100 to sell, so things are critical for your Club, but the odds of winning one of the six $1,000 prizes are 
even greater than if all are sold.  You have an excellent chance to win, and the Club desperately needs support in this 
raffle, so please purchase one or more tickets before the March 21st drawing.  Tickets will also be available at the HST 
March meeting.  The drawing will be on March 21st at Holiday Acres from 1:00 to 3:00 PM.  Food and beverages will be 
available there along with paddle wheel raffles and other prizes.  All ticket holders are encouraged to attend and have fun 
although you do not have to be present to win. 
 

Landowner Appreciation Banquet:  This year’s banquet will be at Holiday Acres Resort on Friday, April 9th.  Guests 
will gather for cocktails at 5:30 PM and dinner will be at 6:30 PM.  As in years past, the Club will provide two drinks per 
guest, and this year free soda has been added for those who wish.  We still need volunteers to help set up, serve, and clean 
up the following day.  Please contact Lenny Gescheidle if you can assist. 
 
Misc. Club Business:  Sixteen members and one guest attended the February meeting in Pelican Lake.  Topics discussed 
included snowmobile safety and groomer maintenance as well as the legislative issues covered below in this Newsletter.  It 
appears that we will have to give up on the Skunk Creek bridge project because of the number of easements required for the 
approaches.  We will look into installation of a culvert at our own expense.  Dan Skinner was kind enough to offer space in 
his warehouse at Starks for off-season groomer storage.  Thank you Dan!!  



Legislative Activities:   Governor Doyle is scheduled to sign into law Senate Bill 215 (Personal Property Tax Exemption 
for Groomers) on Wednesday, March 10 in the Governor's office at the State Capitol.  HST has had to pay this tax to the 
Town of Pelican in the past and it amounts to roughly $250 per year.  Fortunately, Pine Lake and Pelican Lake have not 
taxed us on the equipment stored in their jurisdictions.  The point will now become moot, although what will happen to the 
2010 tax remains to be seen.  SB-215 was introduced by Sen. Jim Holperin and Representative Andy Jorgensen. 

Senate Bill 406, the CAP/STEP (Snowmobile Trail Enhancement Program) legislation which is 
expected to increase trail funding by about one third, was approved by a 5-2 margin by the Senate 
Transportation, Tourism, Forestry and Natural Resources Committee on February 17th. This legislation 
continues to move through the Capitol and must now proceed to the Joint Finance Committee for 
approval.  We are hopeful that it can still be passed this year and those who haven’t contacted their 
legislators are requested to do so.  Opponents point out that this measure levies new taxes, but it is 
merely the snowmobile community taxing itself.  Snowmobilers must also be aware that the cost for 
Club members is virtually nil, since the increase applies only to those who are not members of an 
AWSC-affiliated club and is roughly equivalent to Club dues.  There are other items in this bill, and the 
full text may be viewed at www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-406.pdf .  This legislation also contains a 

provision for making the night time 55 MPH Speed Limit permanent, but many expect AB-599 to be enacted sooner.  AB-
599 deals exclusively with the 55 MPH Speed Limit so we can expect to see that become law one way or the other. 
 
A Tale of Two Groomers:  Many readers have seen the internet photos of the stuck John Deere tractor below:   
 

   
 

These are from a snowmobile club near Siren, in Burnett County, WI.  We have since learned that the removal cost was 
around $25,000 and the $126,000 tractor was totaled in the process.  It took two days just to get a cable on to the tractor, and 
it involved a diver.  Fortunately for the snowmobile club, their insurance covered all but a deductible of a few thousand 
dollars. 
 
The second groomer in this tale has enjoyed a happier fate.  We have heard from Michels Construction Company that the 
LMC snowcat they bought from Hodag Sno-Trails was in North Dakota helping to rebuild downed power lines after the 
January ice storms there.  They were quite pleased with its performance.  Don’t you just love a happy ending? 
 
Coming Events:    
 

March 12 – 14 - AWSC Convention at Radisson Paper Valley Hotel in Appleton.  Contact Marv Haberland for    
                          additional information.   920-788-1093 marvjoh77@sbcglobal.net  
 

Sat. March 13 – Fourth Annual HST Ice Golf at Fishers Resort on Lake George - 11:00 AM.  Call (715) 362-3691  
                           or (888)-249-5794 for details. 
 

Tues. March 16 - HST Monthly meeting at Fishers Resort on Lake George - 7:00 PM 
 
Sun. March 21 – HST Cash Raffle Party at Holiday Acres.  1:00 – 3:00PM. 
 

Sat. March 27, 2010 – NVSRS Annual Banquet Northwoods Banquet Center (formerly the Taj)   (715) 362-4182. 
 

April 7 & 8 - 4:00 – 9:00 PM Manufacturers’ Sneak Preview of all four companies’ 2011 sleds.  Shopko Hall, Green   
                            Bay (920-405-1134) on Wednesday and Holiday Inn, Stevens Point (715-344-0200) on Thursday.        
 

Fri.  April 9th – HST Landowners Appreciation Banquet at Holiday Acres.  Cocktails at 5:30 PM, dinner at 6:30 PM. 


