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Membership:  We currently have 69 members enrolled compared to 115 last year.  If this Newsletter includes an 
Application/Renewal form it means we haven’t heard from you.  Please take a moment to renew your membership 
and continue your support of snowmobiling in the Northwoods. 
  
Trail News:  All of the Oneida County clubs must open their trails on the same date; this cannot be earlier than   
December 15th this year due to the late-season gun deer hunt.  People who ride the trails before that are trespassing.  
Non-funded Club trails will be identified on our signs and maps for the first time this season. "H4E" means Hodag 
Trail Number 4 East, for example.  This should help minimize any confusion while riding our trails.  The groomers 
are ready to go.  At this writing, it looks like the same group of drivers will be manning the grooming schedule this 
season.   
    For the first time in many years, we have no significant re-routes to report due to landowner issues.  Thank you 
once again to those landowners who make our sport possible!   
 
State Government Issues (Important):  Wisconsin Senate Bill 406, which would increase the DNR 
snowmobile funding for trail work is scheduled for a hearing on January 20, 2010.  It provides for a two-tiered trail 
use sticker fee:  $34.25 per year for persons not affiliated with a snowmobile club and $14.25 for club members.  The 
trail use stickers are in addition to the snowmobile registration which would be a one time charge of $15.00.  The 
additional revenues are expected to increase the amount of money available for trail maintenance by about one third.  
The bill contains other provisions about extending the night time speed limit of 55 mph and increased penalties for 
alcohol impaired operation as well as providing funding for additional law enforcement and other uses.  The complete 
text may be viewed at www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-406.pdf .  This legislation was introduced by Senator 
Holperin and the companion Assembly Bill 598 by Representative Chris Danou of Trempealeau.  The AWSC 
supports this legislation and members are urged to contact their representatives and request support.  You may also 
use the toll-free Legislative Hotline, 1-800-362-9472. 
 

We have also learned that Senate Bill 215, an act to exempt non-profit snowmobile clubs from real property taxes, has 
been referred to the Committee on Rules.  This means it cannot be passed until next year at the earliest.  It is therefore 
probable that Hodag Sno Trails will have to pay property tax on the groomer kept in the Town of Pelican again this 
year.  The 2008 tax was $241.31.  By way of background information on this issue; clubs were never taxed on their 
property until 2008 when a change in State law deemed us to be businesses and to be taxed as such.  Sen. Holperin 
introduced the above legislation to correct this but it has not yet gone through.  However, the towns seem to have 
some flexibility in collecting it since Pine Lake and Pelican Lake have not taxed us for the equipment stored there.  It 
is to be hoped that the Town of Pelican will similarly exempt our Club this year. 
 
Christmas Party!!  The Christmas Party will be at Judy’s Twin Pines on CTH C on December 15, 2009.  There 
will be a brief business meeting at 6:00 PM and the party will follow.  Judy’s will furnish a main dish and the Club 
will provide two drink tickets per member.  Members are asked to bring a side dish to pass and may wish to donate a 
small wrapped gift to be raffled off.  Raffle tickets will be $1.00 apiece.  We will also have our regular 50/50 raffle.  
2010 trail maps will be available at the party free to members.  This is always a good time, so please try to attend.   
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Club Business:   Twenty-eight people attended the November meeting at Holiday Acres.  Rick Sweo 
won $22.00 in the 50/50 raffle.   
    WRJO’s Take Pride and Ride tickets are again available.  This year the Grand Prize is a 2010 Ski-Doo MXZ Sport 
600.  The drawing will be Feb. 20th in Eagle River and you need not be present to win.  Tickets are $2.00 apiece with 
100% of the proceeds going directly to the clubs selling the tickets.   Laura Hetland will be our contact for ticket 
dispersion this year.  Please purchase your tickets from Laura (362-8040) or a HST pit stop so that our club gets the 
two dollars back.  The prize is donated by Trackside of Eagle River and the ticket revenues are pure gravy for the 
clubs selling them.  Help your Club and win a new sled!! 
    We received $500.00 from Fall Rhinelander Room Tax Funding – thank you to the City of Rhinelander.  The 
money will be used to improve trail signage.   
    This year’s giant cash raffle will be handled by Rick & Mary Sweo (369-2621).  Tickets will cost $100.00 apiece 
and only 125 will be sold!  There will be six $1,000 dollar winners.  The drawing will be held on Sunday, March 21, 
2010 at Holiday Acres.  There will be raffles and other drawings from 12:30 to 3:00 with the big drawing to be held at 
3:00pm.  Food and refreshments will be available.  Tickets will be available at the December meeting.  Jerry & Kathy 
Baker (369-0437) and Bob & Kim Goodin (369-9280) will be coordinating this party so come on over! 
    Our 1996 LMC groomer is still for sale.  We’ve had a few nibbles but nothing solid and the Club is uncomfortable 
purchasing a new unit without having first disposed of the older one – we’re still hoping to get $30,000 for it. 
    The DNR Snowmobile safety class was held on Dec. 5-6th at the Oneida County Sheriff’s Department.  The 
recreational deputies conducted the training course and Hodag Sno-Trails instructors assisted.  Additional courses in 
Oneida County will be held in Minocqua on December 28/29 and 30/31.  For more information please visit 
https://hfwolf.centraltechnology.net/wdnr/laam.nsf/publicHSClasses?OpenForm&Seq=1  
    We are overdue in recognizing the members of the Map Committee for their work on the 2009/10 Trail Map.  This 
is a lot more than poring over the map itself – duties include contacting all of the 60+ sponsors and selling the ad 
space if necessary.  This year’s committee was again chaired by Lenny Gescheidle and included; Larry Dorich, Gene 
Dallman, Pat Wahouske, Gabe Pallagi, Marty Miller, Mary and Rick Sweo, and Scott Hetland.  The maps will be 
available free to members at the December meeting. 
    Thanks to all who participated in our Adopt-A-Highway cleanup last month.  Pictured below from l. to r. are:  
Frank Bennett, Kathy Bennett, Ringleader Ken Dumar, Mary Sweo, Rick Sweo, Dick Wahouske, Pat Wahouske, 
Carol Pederson, Bob Goodin, and Marty Miller. 
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Trail Work:  We have continued to utilize the tractor/brusher combination to mow and brush our trails - mainly to 
the South and East of Rhinelander because or the lack of swampy areas there.  We will get into the wet areas to the 
North once we have sufficient freeze-up. 
 
Two bridges on our trail system were repaired in early December.  The photos below and on the last page show the 
volunteers doing the work.  We are happy to report that no one got hurt!  
 
Seven Club members and a visitor from Down Under worked to repair damage to the deck of the Pelican River Bridge 
on the Corridor 15 trail on December 2nd.  They are shown in the last photo, from left to right: Jim Forsyth, Frank 
Bennett, Rick Covin, Dick Wahouske, Steve Winchell, Bob Goodin, and Jerry Baker. 
 

 

    
                                                                         Photo by Himself                                                                    Photo by Rick Covin 
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Trail Work(Cont’d):  On Saturday, December 5th, four Boy Scouts from Troop 660 in Rhinelander reconstructed 
the deck on the bridge carrying Trail 15 over Slaughterhouse Creek east of Rhinelander.  This community-service 
work fulfills part of Jeff Forsyth’s Eagle Scout requirements and the Club is grateful for his help in organizing the 
project. 

 

 
 

Pictured above are from left to right:  Jim Forsyth, Assistant Scout Master Jim Babcock, Scott Hetland, Andrew 
Babcock, Jeff Forsyth (Eagle Project), Sam McKenzie, and Bryan Konicek.  Blaze orange was the order of the day in 
the woods since the muzzleloader deer hunting season was still underway. 
 

  
 
 Coming Events:   
 

Tuesday, December 15 – HST Meeting and Christmas Party at Judy’s Twin Pines on CTH C at 6:00 PM 
 

Friday, December 18 – Ribbon cutting ceremony for new trail under STH 47 RR Bridge at 9:00 AM 
 

Saturday, January 2, 2010 - NVSRS Antique Snowmobile Racing Lakewood and Rocky Run Roads 
                                   Hosted by Harshaw Wanderers. Racing at 10:30 AM - Registration 7:00 – 9:00 AM 
 

January 10-17 – International Snowmobile Safety Week.  Visit www.snowmobile.org for details 
 

January 8 – 17, 2010 – Eagle River Snowmobile Derby.  See www.derbytrack.com for details 
 

Saturday, January 16, 2010 - NVSRS Antique Snowmobile Racing at Stella Town Hall. 
                                   Hosted by Stella Fire Dept. Racing at 10:30 AM - Registration 7:00 – 9:00 AM 
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